Jesse James Campbell
November 22, 1949 - August 11, 2021

Jesse James Campbell, 71, of Wirtz, VA and Catawba, VA, husband of Carolyn B.
Campbell, went to be with the Lord on Wednesday, August 11, 2021. Jesse was born
November 22, 1949 in Waynesboro, VA to Manley “Monk” Campbell and Pearl Taylor
Campbell Watson. Jesse was a Veteran of the United States Army, serving in the Vietnam
War. He was Special Forces, MACVSOG, RECON and was part of the third CCN HALO
Team, doing covert operations in LAOS and Vietnam. Jesse earned 2 Silver Stars, a
Bronze Star, CIB, VCAM and others. He is among others in the book “SOG A Photo
History of the Secret Wars” by John Plaster. Jesse graduated from Waynesboro High
School. He worked at Lawrence Transportation, Thiokol, Baber’s Heating and Air. Later,
he was an overseas Contractor for many years. Jesse was in Kabul, Afghanistan for the
United States Flag raising at the U. S. Embassy shortly after September 11, 2001. Jesse
loved God, family and his country. He loved being on site with our military troops. Jesse
was a member of Sherando United Methodist Church and also attended Craig Valley
Gospel Fellowship Church. Jesse was preceded in death by his parents, Manley and
Pearl; brother, Dennis M. Campbell and wife, Betty. Surviving family includes wife, Carolyn
Campbell; children, Barbara Voorhees (Daniel) of Slippery Rock, PA, Jim Campbell,
Pittsburgh, PA, Roger Bartley (Romonda) of Vinton, VA, Michael Bartley (Crystal) of
Waynesboro, VA; grandchildren, Andrew Meager, Brittney Aaron (Zach), Vanessa and
Allison Bartley, Blake Bartley; great grandchildren, Luna and Ashton Aaron; sister, Judy
Adams (Robert) of Madison Heights, VA, Roger H. Campbell (Jean) of Grottoes, VA,
Benny R. Campbell of Waynesboro, VA, Randy J. Campbell (Martha) of Grottoes, VA. He
is also survived by a number of nieces and nephews. Jesse enjoyed making friends and
helping others. He had 3 special friends who helped him during his final days – John, Tyler
and Ken. His body will be cremated and his ashes spread by family at a later time. A
Celebration of Life Service will be planned for a future date. In lieu of flowers the family
suggest to make donations to The Gary Sinise Foundation, P.O. Box 368, Woodland Hills,
CA 91365. Arrangements by Conner Bowman Funeral Home, 62 Virginia Market Place
Drive, Rocky Mount, VA 24151 (540) 334-5151

Comments

“

Jessie was a true friend. I was blessed to be able to work on a multitude of projects
with Jessie. He was always quick to offer his help to anyone in need. Jessie seldom
spoke of his accomplishments but was quick to give credit to others. The only thing
Jessie loved more then turkey hunting and fishing was teaching others how to do it.
Jessie will be missed greatly. Ken

Kenneth Broughman - August 19 at 11:14 AM

“

Jesse wasn’t my blood uncle but my gosh he felt like one. He was like another dad to
me, Uncle Jesse taught me things that I will carry on forever. He automatically
adopted us when he first saw us at the lake! I remember him saying that, but he did
take a piece of me with him. I know he’d want us to move on and be happy, and
that’s what I’m exactly going to do. I love you Uncle Jesse! I’ll see you again soon.

Jessica - August 17 at 10:52 PM

“

Jesse, was one of a kind. He was our Camping neighbor, my husband’s very good
friend and fishing buddy. Jesse loved to fish but enjoyed eating it more. He will be so
missed by all who knew him. He was a good man and friend. Would help anyone
with what he could do. Your service to this country will never be forgotten by us.
Thank you for being our friend.

Mike and Jackie Mounts - August 17 at 07:01 PM

