Deborah "Debbie" Wade Barber
June 8, 1960 - November 15, 2020

Deborah (Debbie) Wade Barber, 60, of Roanoke, formerly of Salem, went to be with the
Lord on Sunday, November 15, 2020 surrounded by family. Debbie was born in Roanoke,
VA on June 8, 1960 to the late Raymond L. and Betty P. Wade.
Debbie is survived by her husband Thomas Barber, Jr. of Roanoke; daughter and son-inlaw Jessica and Brian Cato of Roanoke; granddaughter Heidi Smith; brother Tom Wade
and Becky Doss of Salem; sisters and brothers-in-law Lynn and Latha Porter of Surfside
Beach, SC, Lyle Fisher and Steve Taylor of Clarksville, TN, Linda and Clark Chambers of
Lawrenceville, GA; numerous nieces and nephews.
The family wants to thank the 10th Floor Surgical ICU and Palliative teams at Roanoke
Memorial Hospital and Dr. Shannon Armbruster.
In lieu of flowers, her family asks that donations be made to the Roanoke SPCA, 1340
Baldwin Avenue NE Roanoke, VA 24012.
Due to COVID-19, a memorial service will be held at a later date.

Comments

“

I am very sorry to hear of Debbie's passing. Prayers to all the family and wish all of
you peace in your grieving as time passes. I enjoyed working with Debbie and felt
she was ready for her next chapter in retirement life with Tom. After 2 years of
working together we had some great conversations and her excitement for the future.
I believe in Gods plan for each and everyone of us and look forward to seeing her
again in heaven:)

Craig Wilkinson - November 28, 2020 at 11:31 PM

“

I was privileged to care for Mrs. Barber and her family. She displayed incredible
strength and resilience throughout our time together. I promise to channel her
strength as I care for other women. Sending my prayers and love.
Dr.A

Dr. A - November 20, 2020 at 07:01 PM

“

Deepest sympathies to this precious family. I am devastated beyond words in the
loss of my dear friend. I can't imagine how each of you are feeling. Deb and I had
been friends since the 80's. We started out as co-workers at Southeast Culvert and
then when she moved back to Virginia we remained very close. We would get
together a couple times a year and spend hours catching up on what had went on
during our lives. We talked in between times on the phone but it was always special
when we actually got together. Deb had the greatest laugh and I will never forget
that. My son was born on Debbie's birthday in 1993 and she was so thrilled to share
that day with him. She passed away Sunday on mine and my husbands 34th
Anniversary. These 2 days every year will always touch my heart as I remember my
dear friend.
It was such a joy to see Deb so happy after she met Tom and they were just starting
their future together. She deserved this happiness and it breaks my heart it was so
short-lived.
Please know Jessie how special you were to your mama. She worked very hard and
I know times were tough for her many times being a single mom but she did a great
job. She was so proud of Heidi and just beamed every time she shared a picture of
her to me. She was also such a great caregiver to her mom. We both have walked in
those shoes and we would console each other many times when we didn't think we
could do it another day but God continues to give you the strength you need to carry
on.
At times of great loss, God gives us great peace, love and mercy. May your faith in
him bring you peace and give you the strength and mercy in the days ahead.
I will continue to lift each of you up in my thoughts and prayers and know I love each
of you. Rest in peace my dear friend.
Kathy HInton , Bo & Clint

Kathy Hinton - November 19, 2020 at 12:18 PM

“

Prayers and love for peace and comfort to Debbie’s family as her sweet soul rests
easy now with Our Eternal Father

Jennifer Parrish - November 17, 2020 at 11:04 PM

“

I was a long distance co-worker of Debbie. She was a hard worker and helpful to
others. I know she has had a very rough time with the medical issues. I am very sorry
to hear of her passing. She sure was a fighter! Her family is in my thoughts &
prayers. Kelly Epps (Richmond office)

Kelly Epps - November 17, 2020 at 08:10 PM

“

Tom and Jessie,
I was heartbroken to hear of Debbies' passing Sunday. She was one of the best
friends and coworker a person could ever have. Our lives were enriched by knowing
her and your family all these years. I will miss her terribly and I pray God's grace and
peace will comfort you in the days ahead. If you need anything or if I can help in any
way please feel free to call anytime. I will never forget her !!

Boo Humphries - November 17, 2020 at 07:16 PM

“

Debbie and I were only about 17 when we drove for hours and hours just to get to
spend one day on the beach . Had a great time and created a life long fun memory
together. When we last talked on the phone about two months ago , I was crying as I
listened to her describe what she went through with her health issues. She ended up
telling me not to cry and comforted me rather than me comforting her. That was the
kind of person she was. Full of life and love . R.I.P. my dear friend . We shall meet
again in Heaven one day . I love you .

Laurie Rae Velardo - November 17, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

Jess I will never forget your momma! She use to put up with us when we would be
crazy and make silly noises or just be wild! I love your momma so much and I know
she is smiling down on you right now because you are such a strong and beautiful
momma yourself. I love you

Barbara Kitching - November 17, 2020 at 01:58 PM

